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 Iowa’s seasonally adjusted jobless 
rate increased to 3.8 percent in 
March from 3.7 percent in February. 
The rate stood at 3.7 percent one 
year ago. 

 

 The total number of working Iowans 
decreased to 1,649,400 in March. 
This is 1,600 lower than last month 
and 12,100 higher than one year 
ago. 

 

 The U.S. jobless rate increased to 
5.0 percent in March. 

Source:  Labor Market Information Division, Iowa Workforce Development  (Reference: March 2016)  
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 Iowa’s nonfarm employment gained 1,600 
jobs in March following an usually large 
drop in February. 

 

 Construction advanced by 3,600 jobs. 
Some of the gain may be due to early 
undertaking of projects this year coupled 
with a significant increase in infrastructure 
and utility projects this year. 

 

 Manufacturing pared the most jobs in 
March (-3,000). Much of the loss stemmed 
from durable goods plants. Nondurable 
goods factories were not immune, shedding 
600 jobs. 

 

 Nonfarm employment remains up 15,300 
jobs in Iowa. Construction made up almost 
half of the annual gain (49 percent). 

 The percentage of unemployed 
persons receiving UI benefits 
increased from 33% in 2014 to 38% 
in 2015. Part of this change was due 
to an increase in UI claims in 
manufacturing and construction. 

 

 Production workers in Iowa  
averaged $971.38 in March, up 
$138.24 compared to last year. 
Construction workers are averaging 
almost three hours more in overtime  
and are responsible for most of the 
gain. 

 

 U.S. nonfarm employment grew by 
215,000 jobs. Retail added the most 
jobs (+48,000), while manufacturing 
shed employment (-29,000). 

Source:  Unemployment Insurance Data Summary 
U.S. Department of Labor 
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Iowa Nonfarm Employment  
by Quarter 

 
Average 
Employment 

Percent 
Change from 
Prior Qtr 

2014  

Qtr 2 1,546,200 0.5% 

Qtr 3 1,549,800 0.2% 

Qtr 4 1,553,300 0.2% 

Qtr 1 1,559,000 0.4% 

2015   
Qtr 2 1,560,200 0.1% 

Qtr 3 1,559,500 0.0% 

Qtr 4 1,570,000 0.7% 

2016 Qtr 1 1,576,600 0.4% 
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